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variety of questions so summarily discussed, would be out of place in a 
notice of a book of this kind, nor is criticism profitable where the reviewer 
finds himself in the main in agreement with his author. It need only be 
said that the book gives evidence throughout of a mind of much strength 
and practised skill, always well informed as to the present alternatives of 
philosophic thought, and no less candid in facing the difficulties of the case, 
yet the style is unusually smooth and succinct, and wherever the matter 
has passed from the speculative to the scientific stage, the exposition is so 
clear that it ought to be intelligible even by those for whom it is primarily 
intended. James Seth. 

Die Grundbegriffe der Gegenwart. Historisch und kritisch entwick- 
elt von Rudolf Eucken, o. 6. Professor an der Universitat Jena. 
Zweite vollig umgearbeitete Auflage. Leipzig, Verlag von Veit & Comp., 
1893. — pp. vi, 317. 

This is the second and completely revised edition of a work that first 
appeared in 1878. Though the general aim and standpoint of the book 
remain the same, important changes have been made in both content and 
form. The historical portions have been curtailed so as to exclude what- 
ever is not directly essential to an understanding of the conceptions of our 
own age. Besides, these notions are more carefully analyzed and more 
clearly formulated than in the former volume. The attitude of the author 
has also become bolder ; he is more decided in his convictions than before. 
The book is not written sine ira et studio; it confessedly seeks to con- 
vince, to make converts. Dr. Eucken is thoroughly dissatified with the 
modern tendency " which would defraud humanity of both soul and happi- 
ness." Our age lacks unity of purpose and firm convictions ; we have no 
complete system of thought, we do not concentrate our forces. The great 
problems of soul-life are usually treated as subsidiary problems. Our 
energies are dissipated in routine work, which makes a comprehensive sur- 
vey of fundamental questions impossible. The attempt must be made to 
reach a solution of philosophical problems. But first we must understand 
the present, as it reflects itself in the conceptions of the times. A study of 
these concepts will show us how the age is thinking in us, how it is using 
us as " the instruments of its expression ; " and " whoever knows where 
and how he is dependent, is on the way to freedom." In order to advance 
beyond what is, the philosopher must study the notions prevalent to-day in 
their historical development/ A powerful Naturalism, a weak and insincere 
Idealism, and a sophistical Subjectivism are the three most marked features 
of modern thought. An analysis and criticism of these contradictory ten- 
dencies will prove the need of a thorough intellectual renovation, and point 
out the way which philosophy must take in the future. From the foregoing 
point of view, the author examines the following concepts : subjective — 
objective; a priori — a posteriori ; development ; Monism — Dualism; 
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mechanical — organic ; law ; individuality, society, socialism ; Utilitarian- 
ism (the problem of happiness); Idealism, Realism, Naturalism ; freedom 
of the will; personality and character; theoretical — practical; immanency 
— transcendency (the religious problem). F. T. 

Die Ursachen des Verfalls der Philosophie in alter und neuer Zeit. 
Von Dr. Gideon Spicker, ord. Professor der Philosophic an der 
konigl. Akademie zu Minister. Leipzig, Verlag von Georg Wigand. 
1892. — pp. viii, 280. 

A survey of history shows us a periodic rise and fall in philosophy. 
Classical antiquity, Scholasticism, and Transcendentalism, all have ended in 
scepticism. Periods of great philosophical activity are invariably followed 
by periods of doubt and indifference. We are at present passing through 
such a stage of decline, in which, for example, men either despair of knowing 
the soul or believe in its materiality. Now, what cannot be known with abso- 
lute certainty, may be believed as well as doubted. How comes it, then, that 
one age believes what another doubts ? What produces this periodic change 
in man's attitude toward the great problems of philosophy? These are 
questions which the author attempts to answer. He emphasizes the fact 
that the fundamental faculties of the soul, perception and thinking, feeling 
and willing, are differently exercised in different epochs. This explains why 
one age should prize what another holds of little worth. It must also make 
us suspicious of a philosophy that would regard such facts as religion, 
morality, etc., as mere objects instead of organs of knowledge. The error 
common to all philosophy is that it attempts to prove and explain everything 
apodictically. The law of sufficient reason is a logical law, and where this 
no longer suffices, apodictic knowledge ends. Shall we say that there is 
neither freedom nor God, because no proof can be given ? Has not moral 
necessity as great a claim to truth as logical necessity? Indeed, the intellect 
is a secondary function, and rises merely to a knowledge of facts, which are 
manifestations of forces or causes beyond the reach of the logical faculty. 
The final knowable ground consists, therefore, not in the logical, but in the 
moral function. Religion and morality are not simply the objects, but the 
"constitutive factors" of philosophy. Only with the aid of these, can 
philosophy escape scepticism, and reach a knowledge of the absolute. The 
book is divided into five chapters : Empiricism ; Rationalism ; Religion and 
Philosophy ; Transcendentalism ; Critical Review. F. T. 

Reformed Logic. A System based on Berkeley's Philosophy with an 
entirely new method of Dialectic. By D. B. McLachlan. London, 
Sonnenschein & Co. — pp. xi, 233. 

It is almost universally admitted to-day that the current theories of Logic 
are sadly defective and incomplete, and any systematic attempt at reforma- 



